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meal, working in groups of four. Food values may or may
not be studied in relation to the foods prepared, the cookery
itself usually receiving the greatest emphasis. As cooking is
of great interest to the young child, its motivating force should
not be minimized, but used to interest the children in many
associated things-to-be-learned.
Sewing or clothing study may begin in the fifth or sixth
grades. Clothing classes in the fifth and sixth grades tend to
be devoted to teaching simple stitchery processes. The tradi-
tional pin balls, aprons, handkerchiefs, and towels are made.
As skills develop, more complicated processes may be learned,
possibly in the sixth grade, by making kimonos, blouses, or
simple dresses. Frequently the total time allowed for handi-
crafts, with insistence upon high standards of achievement,
confines the child's production to one article in a term. Adult
standards of workmanship for young children may be ques-
tioned from an educational viewpoint and also in view of the
commercial style values which many people prefer to accent,
with the general effect of the finished garment sought rather
than perfection in details. Standards should be in accord
with the stage of development of each child, and results
should be measured by him, or the group working with him,
in terms of goals set by them.
Problem children receive more rounded experiences. The
task of helping children meet some of their problems as indi-
viduals and as family members is more likely to be met in
schools and classes of "problem" or exceptional children, be-
cause of the philosophy of the program for these children.
In such schools or classes daily study centers around simple
projects, which may include cooking and meal planning, the
care of clothing, construction of clothing, care of younger
children, and the use of the family money. This may be
because the practical problems interest pupils, or because the
teachers recognize that the children have these responsibilities
and little or no help in understanding how to handle them.
Other Children have the same kinds of responsibilities, but
uniform, all-city requirements or textbook procedures prevent